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This document provides guidance for groups wishing to apply for funding from the East Foundation Community Chest Fund.

What is EAST FOUNDATION?

East Foundation is a grant giving organisation, established by the East Thames Group to support projects and people in East London and Essex, focused principally on the needs of young people and their families.
ABOUT THE GRANTS
The Community Chest has a maximum of £10,000 a year to allocate.  This will be available for projects and activities that bring people together - particularly people from different backgrounds, ages or cultures – or that help local people to gain access to services or facilities.  

The funds are aimed at people and organisations living in East Thames accommodation.
A key feature of the grant is that representatives from the community are involved in the decision making process.  Members of the East Thames Residents Advisory Group recommend each application for approval before this decision is endorsed by the East Foundation board.  This ensures that the grant decision making is at the heart of the community.

Each applicant group/organisation may apply for a grant up to £500 and grants will be awarded to applicants that demonstrate they meet the criteria.  East Foundation also offers grants to individuals through the Aspirations Fund (for more details on this, please see Guidelines for applying to East Foundation’s Aspirations Fund available from the East Thames Community Involvement Team) 

The Community Chest has two themes which applicants can apply within; 

Access Theme: Grants are available to help increase access to activities such as; sports, arts, culture, education and health. 

Example: Contributions to the cost of sports equipment for use within a community; travel costs such as a community trip to a cultural event; developing skills; special needs support to facilitate activities; translation services; childcare etc.

Community Theme: Grants are available for projects or activities which encourage people to work together to build stronger communities.  This may include activities which address: security, safety, information, advice services, crime, health and community events.

Example: Contributions to the cost of events, facilities hire; advice and information services.



WHO CAN APPLY?

Applications can be received from:

· Community groups/organizations/committees

· Schools and school groups

· Youth groups

· Tenant groups

SORRY, BUT WE CAN’T FUND…

· Individuals
· Trading or profit making organisations
· Statutory organisations
· General appeals
· Vehicles or community transport schemes 
· Building costs, including access adaptations to buildings
· Spending that has already been committed or for activities that have already taken place 
· General operating or running costs
WHEN CAN YOU APPLY?

You can apply at any time and will usually get a decision within 8 weeks.

How does the application process work?

To make a request for funding from the Community Chest, you will need to complete the application form provided.  You will also need to send us the requested supporting documents i.e. the quotes for the purchase of equipment and services, evidence that tenants and residents have been involved in the application/decision making process etc.
All applications will be assessed against the requirements set out above and applications will be considered by the East Thames Resident Advisory Group or other East Thames resident panels as appropriate.  The final decision on each application will then be made by the East Foundation Trustees’ board.

Please note: The attendance of a representative of the group or organisation maybe required when the Residents Advisory Group meet to consider applications.  You will be advised about exact dates nearer the time. 

All applications received will be acknowledged within 5 working days and applicants will usually be notified of the final decision within 8 weeks.

IF YOUR APPLICATION IS SUCCESSFUL…

You will be required to produce receipts and any other documents to support the grant expenditure.   You will also be required to carry out an evaluation at the end of the project to show the impact it has had on the intended group or community.   A form will be provided and this will need to be completed and submitted within three months of the grant award. 
For an application form please contact the Community Involvement Team

East Thames Group, 29-35 West Ham Lane Stratford E15 4SF
 020 8552 2585
GUIDELINES FOR APPLYING TO EAST FOUNDATION’S COMMUNITY CHEST





Requirements:  Access Grants 


The project/activity/equipment or service should demonstrate that:


It will directly benefit East Thames residents


Residents have been involved in deciding on the project/activity


It will encourage groups to access art, culture, education, health or social activities 


There will be a minimum of 5 beneficiaries – NOT from the same family


The beneficiaries will reflect the diversity of local residents


Examples of Grants


Sports Kit or equipment for local community groups/teams


Opportunities that promote healthy living e.g. Health Fair


Mini-bus/travel to museum, zoo’s etc


Equipment and materials for art themed classes, gardening, toy libraries, video libraries, Facilities and equipment for a homework club, cooking equipment for lunch club
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REQUIREMENTS: Community Grants 


The project/activity/equipment or service should demonstrate that:


It will directly benefit East Thames residents


Residents have been involved in deciding on the activity/project


It will encourage direct community involvement 


It will encourage people from different ages, backgrounds, or ethnicity to come together


 There will be a minimum of 15 beneficiaries – NOT from the same family


Examples of Grants


Hire of facilities for community social day or event including seasonal events and school holidays


Community events or parties


Contribution to cost of speakers or trainers


Contribution to services for translation, advice and information 


Contribution towards publicity and advertising


Award ceremonies
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